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Clarion Events Gives a Boost to 
Under Pressure Retail Sector

Top Drawer Spring, the leading event for buyers in the design-led retail sector, kicked off 2009 on a highly positive note with visitor attendance buying levels across all market sectors exceeding all expectations
In uncertain times for the sector, Top Drawer Spring made a number of improvements to help retailers spend their time and their budgets more effectively. Zoning made product location easier; the new Home section welcomed key international brands such as Blomus, Royal VKB, ittala, Marimekko, Greengate, House Doctor and Rice; and the BSSA (British Shops and Stores Association) brought added weight to the intensive seminar programme.

The changes to the event were clearly reflected in the level of business conducted by exhibitors. After the show, Mitty James said, “Despite all the doom and gloom that we have been hearing over recent months, Top Drawer Spring exceeded all expectations. From the moment it opened its doors on Sunday, the show was buzzing. From our point of view, we met many new retailers and took more orders than ever before.” And this sentiment was supported by Nick Fulton at Present Time who said “This was our best show ever. We exceeded last year’s sales by 110%!”
Neil Gaisford, Show Director of Top Drawer Spring commenting on the positive feedback from exhibitors and visitors said, “This year, more than ever we are conscious that retailers need much more from an exhibition. We have responded to that need by making products easier to find, adding proven sellers and recognised brands to the cutting-edge product Top Drawer Spring is loved for and by working with experts who can really help retailers succeed. Packed seminars, record exhibitor rebooking and visitor levels on par with previous years suggest we have started to meet those needs.”
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