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Press Release

3 June 2010
Clarion recruit Rudge to boost retail portfolio

Clarion Events, organisers of the market-leading shows Top Drawer, Pulse and Home & Gift, are pleased to announce that pioneering event organiser Ian Rudge has joined their retail team as Business Development Director.

Ian Rudge, started his career at Blenheim before moving on to found ‘100% Design’ and ‘Tent London’, building a well earned international reputation for creating and managing ground-breaking events within the design, craft and home sectors, both in the UK and overseas. His arrival at Clarion signals a major step forward for the retail group which is home to Top Drawer and Pulse. Rudge will retain his interest in Tent London, which now also organises Origin on behalf of the Crafts Council.

Ian Rudge commented: "This is a really exciting opportunity for me to use all of my experience to help Clarion build on the growing success of their home and gift events. There is a tremendous opportunity to deliver a progressive and exciting event in this market and that is exactly what we are going to do…" 

Theo Williams, Creative Director of Habitat, welcomed Ian’s arrival, commenting:

"These are exciting, changing and challenging times for the retail market and there is a corresponding need for more progressive, dynamic events that support retailers and buyers in the home and accessories market - I am sure that Ian, with his unique experience in the design and event world, will bring that special something that every event needs".
Neil Gaisford, Show Director Clarion Events, added: "We are delighted that Ian Rudge has joined our team. We recognise that in our market there is an opportunity to create something new and exciting that meets the needs of buyers and suppliers in the home & gift sector. Ian has a great track record in running successful events in our industry and we believe his knowledge of the home, lifestyle and design community will be a great asset to 
our existing team, meaning we are well placed to deliver even better market leading-events".
End

For further information about, please contact:

Neil Gaisford
Tel:
+44(0)20 7370 8133
E-mail:  neil.gaisford@clarionevents.com 

Notes to Editors
Clarion Events Retail Trade Shows 2010:

Pulse, Earls Court London 6-8 June

Home & Gift, Harrogate 18-21 July

Top Drawer, Olympia, London 12-14 September

London Gift Fair. Olympia, London 12-14 September

Top Drawer, Earls Court, London 17-19 January 2011
Clarion Events is one of the largest independent and one of the top three events organising companies in the country. Currently, Clarion Events employs a talented staff of 280+ people in eleven offices: London (Earls Court Exhibition Centre and Hatton Garden); Cheltenham; Birmingham (NEC); The Netherlands (Maarsen); South Africa (Cape Town); USA (Connecticut and Reno); Brazil (Sao Paulo); Dubai; Singapore. 

