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Press Release: 27/07/09

Retail Cheer Provided By Positive Home & Gift Attendance
Optimism for 2010, as exhibitors sign up for next summer’s show in record numbers.
Clarion Events’ Home & Gift in Harrogate has reported some trend bucking figures, confirming that the industry’s favourite buying event is the ‘must do’ show for sourcing crucial Christmas stock.
While the Office for National Statistics recently revealed that UK retail sales fell 0.6pc in May (the first decline in three months) and with other organisers’ retail trade shows reporting decline in visitor attendance, Home & Gift presents a major good news story this summer. There were 5% more visitors through the doors than in 2008; a grand total of 11,329 buyers coming from retailers of all sizes, descriptions and geographical locations, so the success was shared by everyone present.
With a massive array of exhibitors showcasing products across six major buying categories, trading on the show floor was brisk and many suppliers reported record order levels. The four days of the show provided a positive business environment, demonstrating that, when an event such as Home & Gift strikes the right format, there is plenty of business to be had between retailers and suppliers in this challenging market. That Home & Gift had its offering exactly right was proven by the exhibitor commitment to return to the show next year. The number committing to Home & Gift 2010 was over 40% higher than in 2009, a record for the show its 48 years history.
Show Director Joanna Bush is delighted by the response to the show: “The quality of buyers has been fantastic and the feedback from exhibitors has reinforced this, stating many new accounts have been opened and existing retailers are placing significant orders for Christmas.”  
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Clarion Events Limited is the largest independent, and one of the top three event organising companies in the country, running exhibitions, conferences and seated events across Britain, Europe, the Americas, Africa, Middle East and Asia. Clarion’s business-to-business and business-to-consumer events serve 15 different market sectors including defence & security, leisure, entertainment, finance, retail, gaming, fine art and energy. Clarion currently employs a staff of 200+ people in 11 offices: Earls Court (UK, London)  Hatton Garden (UK, London),  Birmingham (UK, at the NEC), Cheltenham (UK), Maarsen (The Netherlands), Conneticut and California (USA), Cape Town (South Africa)  Dubai, Singapore and Sao Paulo (Brazil).
